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It is well, and I think timely, that we state publicly our appreciation of
men while they are living. It is difficult and perhaps impossible to describe
Dr. UWinternitz physically. His features are sharp, his head large, shoulders
broad, and as to height, he is on the short side. Not infrequently men with
this type of physical make-up are gifted with great drive. That he possesses
this characteristic is not debatable. It is equally hard to describe him
personally. At times he is cutting, quick, and sharp. Very sensitive people
find him hard to understand. But when he "turns on the charm," he is
delightful and companionable.
He came to Yale University Medical School as Professor of Pathology
in 1917, having been trained by Dr. William H. Welch at Johns Hopkins.
The department, as one would expect, soon became very active and assumed
a very prominent place in the medical school activities.
Men can be trained for many positions in life, but administrators have
it or do not have it. They cannot be trained. They are real leaders. He had
it. Probably because of this characteristic, he was selected as Dean of the
school in 1920 and continued in this position until 1935. The medical school
reached a very high level during his regime. During this time he continued
as head of the Department of Pathology. The dual task is always hard.
He was able to accomplish it.
The new Sterling Hall of Medicine was occupied in 1923. This splendid
plant was made possible largely through his stimulation and efforts. There
were those who felt it was too large. It is accepted now that it is probably
not large enough. It is so constructed that additions can be readily made.
It will remain for many years as a monument to him.
He was and is a man of strong likes and dislikes. By the same token his
friends are legion, his enemies of equal number. Those who know him well
love him. I am amongst the latter group.
Many amusing incidences are told about him during the time he has
been at the medical school. I recall several. Dr. David P. Smith and I went
to see him, by appointment, relative to internes for the Meriden Hospital.
There was a conflict in his appointments. Forgetting our appointment, he
was meeting with another group. Their time extended well into ours. They
were of the medical elite. \Ve were beggars-beggars for internes. He hadYALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
provided tea and crumpets for the elite. Dave and I ate all the cakes. We
were also beggars for food. To say that he was mad and to say that he
cussed a little would be putting it mildly. We got our internes.
At another time the authorities of the New Haven Hospital felt it
necessary to have the staff, above the grade of interne, licensed to practise
medicine in Connecticut. Dr. Winternitz presented a bill in the legislature
giving temporary licenses to these men. The hearing room was crowded
with representatives of medicine from all parts of the state. Every man in
the room registered his opposition to the bill excepting Dr. Winternitz and
his attorney. The argument of the opposition was sound. It would have
been special or class legislation. There he stood, alone, fighting for what he
thought was right. I talked with him immediately after the hearing. He
said, "I have been spanked before, and I will be again." He was.
I recall a talk which he gave to the State Medical Society at its banquet
a few years ago. This had to do with a report of the postwar situation in
Europe. He had been over there as a governmental representative. There
was the usual cocktail hour before the banquet. Because of this some in the
audience were inclined to be noisy-particularly one group in one of the
corners of the banquet room. He did not look sadly at the group. He did
not rap for order. He did not ask the toastmaster to rap for order. Instead
he kept raising his voice, to drown out theirs, until it was almost a scream.
He won out.
A peculiar situation has existed in Connecticut for many years, compara-
ble to the feeling between "Town and Gown," in which the medical school
has been looked upon by the medical profession with suspicion. Several
reasons are given for this. Some thought the staff of the medical school
looked down upon the general profession with scorn. There was probably
a small element of truth in this. Others thought it was due to a full-time
staff. (The wisdom of having a full-time staff was questioned by the
profession for many years. It was felt that the teachers of clinical subjects
were in competition with medical men in the field. It is now generally
accepted that it is a necessity not only in undergraduate education, but also
a requirement in general hospital staff organization for the proper training
of internes and residents.) Still others have blamed Dr. Winternitz. I have
been close to the situation for many years. It was clearly a misunderstand-
ing, with both sides probably taking a narrow viewpoint. Fortunately the
situation is being corrected and a very cordial relationship now exists.
Dr. Winternitz has been an untiring worker for Connecticut medicine.
He, together with Drs. Herbert Thoms, Creighton Barker, D. Chester
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Brown, and others, was one of the fathers of our Clinical Congress which
is now accepted as one of the leading postgraduate courses in America. He
has co-operated most generously with the program committees for the
annual meeting of the Connecticut State Medical Society and the Clinical
Congress by giving papers himself and by stimulating the younger men in
his department to provide papers.
His work in pathology will live long after his productive years have
terminated. In late years he has devoted a good deal of time and thought to
vascular pathology. I recall some of his early writings in reference to the
influenza epidemic of 1917 when he predicted an increase in pulmonary
malignancy. This, of course, has come to be whether due to that specific
cause or not. At present his influence is being felt in relation to the study
of growth and of tumors.
His work as a teacher can best be shown by the men he has helped to
train. I think of Dr. Harry Greene, Dr. Harry Zimmerman, Dr. Averill
Liebow, Dr. Paul Rosahn, and Dr. Rolf Katzenstein.
He made a great contribution, as those of us who know him knew he
would, to the war effort. He continued to run his department as well as
to commute between Washington and New Haven weekly. At that time
his office was under lock and key and he had the only key. His secretary,
and those wishing to see him, had to wait in the hall until he arrived.
There was no leak there. It is too bad that this could not be said about all
governmental efforts of that time.
There are those who will say he is intolerant of the other fellow's
viewpoint and that he plays favorites. Others will say that his viewpoint on
medical education is a restricted one. I shall not. I shall say that he is an
advanced medical educator, a splendid pathologist, a real administrator with
great ability, both natural and acquired-and that I have great admiration
and respect for him.
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